
 
How Do Communities of Faith Respond After Election Day? 

The Presidential campaign of 2016 has been a challenging experience for much of our American 
society. Once the votes are counted on November 8th, the competition for the Office of President 
may be over, but a great work will remain to be done to help our nation process the state of 
politics in the United States and to move forward into a new season of our country’s history.  

As a faith community, what does it look like for houses of worship to bring our faith and values 
into our efforts to continue forming a more perfect Union? The answer will come from 
conversations among us as we worship and fellowship together. Many of you who are sensitive to 
interfaith realities have already been cultivating discussions centered on politics and faith. In this 
week following the election, direction from spiritual leaders will be pivotal in guiding our houses 
of worship into further conversation about how we might go about the undertaking described by 
President Abraham Lincoln in his second inaugural address: 

“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to 
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds…
to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and 
with all nations.”  

To encourage reflection on how faith communities may respond to the post-election climate in our 
neighborhoods, Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries offers a few key principles and areas to 
contemplate as spiritual leaders consider how to begin the task of nurturing healthy conversations: 

1. GRIEVING AND LAMENTATION   
• How can we compassionately recognize pain and division?  
• How can we listen to understand true motivations of people of all political persuasions?  
• In what ways can we acknowledge our legitimate grievances in our various 

communities exposed in and caused by the election process? 
 “You shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your lives;  

and you shall certainly hear much that will grieve you…But if you patiently persevere  
and be pious, then surely this will be of great resolution.” - Quran 3:186  

2. FORGIVENESS 
• “Forgiveness is the key to action and freedom.” —  Hannah Arendt 
• What do our faith traditions teach us about how to give and receive forgiveness?    
• How can we provide space and foster love with others who hold differing political 

opinions?  
“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in  

Christ also has forgiven you.” - Ephesians 4:32 
3. HOPE 

• How can we talk of hope when challenges seem insurmountable? 
• Do you see hope present in other ways for our country and our world? 
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never  

fail… The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him.” - Lamentations 3:22, 25 



4. COURAGE 
• “That work is going to make you tired, tired, tired…That’s why you have to be brave, 

brave, brave.” - Bryan Stevenson 
• How do we encourage each other to pursue daunting acts of reconciliation and love? 
• What fears will we need help in overcoming in order to build unity?  

“Every one of us has the duty to contribute to that collective insight. With that insight 
compassion will make us strong and courageous enough to bring  

about a solution for all of us in the world.” - Thich Nhat Hanh  
 

Appreciative Inquiry teaches us that people, communities, and 
relationships move in the direction of the questions they ask. 
Thus, the questions we choose to engage, and whether they are 
marred by cynicism or rooted in hope, matter. As our houses of 
worship search for how to best seek the good of our homes, our 
cities, and our nation, may we prayerfully and bravely aim to 
direct the exploration ahead towards true shalom of blessing 
and justice. 

For houses of worship looking to further expand discussions in their communities, some potential 
sources of guidance include: 
• Healing the Heart of Democracy, by Quaker author and leadership expert Parker Palmer, 

examines how to “create a politics worthy of the human spirit.” The book and discussion 
guide provide helpful tools for small groups looking to explore faith values and civic renewal. 
http://www.couragerenewal.org/democracy/ 

• PBS’ television series, God in America, explores the history of the intersection of religion and 
public life in America. Videos and study guides are available online with discussion questions 
and further resources for those interested in learning more about how we came to our current 
environment between church and state.  http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/ 

 

UPCOMING CMM EVENTS  

A Very Special Evening with James Carroll - The Politics of Fear: 
   Where to Now? 
 Tuesday, November 29, 2016, 7:30pm 
 First Church Cambridge 
 Register at: https://cmmjamescarrollpolitics.eventbrite.com 

50th Anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Riverside Address  
 CMM will be hosting several events in 2018 to  
 commemorate MLK’s life and his prophetic “Beyond  
 Vietnam” speech delivered April 4, 1967. More details to 
 come!  
 

 
EVALUATION FOR LEADER: 

Is this paper helpful? How did your house of worship 
or community respond and interact with the material? 

Would you like to see more materials like this 
produced by CMM? 

Please email info@coopmet.org with your thoughts. 
Thank you!
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